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September 2018

general schedule



types of entries

fiction short story
non fiction short story
non fiction personal essay 
poetry

*word counts are approximate guidelines  
Grade 5: 300 words / Grade 8 and 10: 500 words  
no word counts for poetry



website submissions

http://www.youngwritersqatar.com



what we are looking for

original student writing
imagination, description, lively writing 

writing in their own words about 
their own experiences, point of view, opinions, 

and their life and communities

we are looking for creative and critical writing
we are not looking for academic essays 



Students attending the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education government schools are invited to 

participate. Only one entry per student is allowed.

Please note: Check spelling of names 
(via online submission).

open call



Volume 4

Young Writers Journal

All students who enter receive a certificate of participation.
The top 15 winners are showcased in the print journal. 







Content 
- on topic 
- depth of ideas 
- development of ideas

Organization  
- the writing flows well 
- it is organized 
- it ‘makes sense’

Originality 
- the writing is in the  

student’s words 
- it is original, imaginative

Mechanics/Grammar 
- grammar 
- spelling  
- punctuation

Language and Style  
- vocabulary  
- the sentences are clear  
- sentences



Criteria Excellent (20 – 16) Good (15 – 11) Satisfactory (10 – 14) Poor (0 – 9)

Topic and 
Main Idea

The piece focuses on the topic at hand, 
and addresses the question, whether 
directly or indirectly.  The main idea or 
plot of the piece is clear, and conveys 
some kind of message to the reader 
that is relevant to the topic. 

The piece focuses on the topic 
at hand, and attempts to 
address the question. The 
main idea or plot is clear. 

The piece addresses the topic at 
hand, but does not focus on it, and 
fails to answer the question.  There is 
no clear main idea or plot.

The piece does not address 
the topic or question at all.  
There is no clear main idea 
or plot. 

Originality 
The piece is completely original, and 
the ideas, plot and characters are 
creative and imaginative. 

The piece is original, and the 
plot and characters do not 
duplicate any existing works. 

The piece is mostly original, but plot, 
characters, or ideas may be borrowed 
from existing works. 

The piece includes direct 
quotes from other works 
that are not cited and are 
passed off as the author’s 
own writing. 

Organization

The setting, characters, and plot are all 
clearly described and add to the story.  
If a story, script or play, there is a clear 
beginning, middle, and end, with a main 
character who faces a problem or 
situation and then deals with it or fails 
to deal with it. If a poem, there is a clear 
structure to the poem, and the ideas 
flow clearly and coherently from one to 
another. 

The setting, characters, and 
plot are all described. If a story 
or script or play, there is a clear 
beginning, middle, and end. If a 
poem, there is a structure to 
the poem, and the ideas mostly 
flow from one to another. 

There is a structure to the piece, but it 
is not very clear.  The plotline or main 
idea of the piece gets lost at times. 
Setting and characters are not well 
described. 

There is no clear structure 
to the piece at all.  The plot 
is unclear, and characters 
and setting are not 
described. 

Language & 
Style

Word choice and voice convey the main 
ideas and plot clearly, fit the topic at 
hand and style of writing, and are 
appropriate for the audience. Imagery 
and descriptions are vivid and well-
used. 

Word choice and phrasing are 
generally appropriate for the 
topic and audience, but 
occasionally lack specificity or 
convey a slightly different 
meaning than was intended. 
Descriptions are strong. 

Wording is sometimes vague, unclear, 
or incorrect.  Sentence and paragraph 
structure may be too complicated or 
wordy, or include run-ons and 
confusing structures. Descriptions do 
not well convey an image of the 
characters or scene, and imagery is 
often used incorrectly.  

Contains many awkward or 
confusing sentences and 
misused words, and 
employs inappropriate 
language for the topic and 
audience. Inadequate 
descriptions and no 
imagery.  

Mechanics & 
Grammar

Almost entirely free of spelling, 
grammar, or punctuation errors.  
Formatting is pleasing to the eye and 
easy to read. 

Contains some spelling, 
grammar, or punctuation 
errors, but they do not detract 
from the meaning or impede 
understanding of the reader. 

Contains many spelling, grammar, or 
punctuation errors that sometimes 
block the reader’s ability to 
understand the meaning of the 
sentences. 

Spelling, grammar and 
punctuation errors are so 
frequent that the meaning is 
lost and the reader is unable 
to follow the thinking from 
sentence to sentence. 



Criteria Excellent / Good / Satisfactory / Poor

Topic and Main 
Idea

Is my story on the topic?
Do I have a main idea? 
For a true of fiction story, is the plot clear? 
For a poem, is there a message?
For a personal essay, do I have a main message? 

Originality 
Are these my ideas? 
Are these my words?
Are my ideas creative? Imaginative?

Organization

For a true or fiction story, 
Is there a setting?
Are there main characters? 
Is there a problem? (conflict)
Is there a solution?
Is there a beginning, middle and end?

For a poem:
Is there a clear structure?
Do the ideas flow clearly?

For a personal essay,
Are the ideas in different paragraphs?
Is there an introduction, middle and end?

Language & 
Style

Do I use a lot of different words? 
Do I have short sentences, long sentences?  
Do I write with the senses (touch, smell, sight, hearing and taste)

Mechanics & 
Spelling

Did I check for capitalization? Punctuation? Grammar? Spelling?
Is the format easy to read?



Transforming Obstacles  
into Opportunities



In a speech delivered in July 2017, the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim Bin 
Hamad Al Thani, spoke about the positive outcomes that can grow out 

of challenging times. He cited the proverb, “Every cloud has a silver 
lining” which, he noted, corresponds with the Quranic verse: “And 

perhaps you may hate something which is good for you.”  

Reflect on these ideas and write a poem, personal essay (nonfiction) or 
use your imagination to write a short story (fiction). 

GRADE 8



In a speech delivered in July 2017, the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim Bin 
Hamad Al Thani, spoke about the importance of transforming 

challenges into opportunities through innovation, creativity, and 
independent thinking. 

 
With this in mind, imagine you are the CEO of a successful company or 

business. What kind of business is it, and how does it impact your 
community, country, or the world? Write a poem, personal essay 

(nonfiction) or use your imagination to write a short story (fiction) about 
this topic. 

GRADE 10



Select the prompt for your grade. 
Circle the KEYWORDS.



looking at the prompt

grade 8

In a speech delivered in July 2017, the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim Bin 
Hamad Al Thani, spoke about the positive outcomes that can grow out 

of challenging times. He cited the proverb, “Every cloud has a silver 
lining” which, he noted, corresponds with the Quranic verse: “And 

perhaps you may hate something which is good for you.”  

Reflect on these ideas and write a poem, personal essay (nonfiction) or 
use your imagination to write a short story (fiction). 



looking at the prompt

grade 10

In a speech delivered in July 2017, the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim Bin 
Hamad Al Thani, spoke about the importance of transforming 

challenges into opportunities through innovation, creativity, and 
independent thinking. 

 
With this in mind, think about a new company or business that you 
could start to address or overcome a social need or challenge. How 

would your business or company have a positive impact on your 
community, country, and/or the world? Write a poem, personal essay 

(nonfiction) or use your imagination to write a short story (fiction) about 
this topic. 



activities

4 writing stages 

brainstorming 

composing 

editing 

revising



activities
What makes you happy?

Describe a few things that you enjoy in 
your life. 

What do you love about your life?

Describe a time when you had a 
problem.

Describe a time when you learned a 
lesson through a problem.

Describe a time when you were proud 
of something you did. 

Picture Prompts
Write one word about the picture (idea)
Write one word about the picture (feeling)

Keywords
Circle the keywords.
Discuss with a partner.

Free Write 

grade 8



activities If you could own a company, what 
would it be?

Think about yourself in 20 years. What 
is your ideal job?

What are some problems in the world?

What is creativity to you?

What is innovation to you?

Why is it important to think of new 
ideas? 

Think of a problem in your community, 
in your country, or in the world. Now, 
write about one solution to this 
problem.

Picture Prompts
Write one word about the picture (idea)
Write one word about the picture (feeling)

Keywords
Circle the keywords.
Discuss with a partner.

Free Write 

grade 10



activities



activities



activities





activities



activities



activities

WHAT IS YOUR COMPANY?



activities



activities



activities



activities



activities
Brainstorming
Breakdown the prompt into smaller 
digestible questions and inquiries.
Students generate more ideas.



activities
Draw for Details
Students draw a scene (or scenes) 
related to the topic to encourage visual 
mapping of ideas and focusing on 
details 



activities
Brainstorming
Breakdown the prompt into smaller 
digestible questions and inquiries.
Students generate more ideas.



activities
Draw for Details
Students draw a scene (or scenes) 
related to the topic to encourage visual 
mapping of ideas and focusing on 
details 



activities
Writing with the Senses
Students close their eyes and picture a 
scene related to the prompt. Guide 
them through a series of questions 
focused on sensory details. Students 
complete a handout.



activities
Peer Feedback
Have students share and provide 
feedback on their writing drafts.



activities



activities

If you could own a company, what would it 
be?
Write about creativity.
What are qualities of a good leader?
What is innovation?
What are some challenges in our world?
What are some challenges in our country?

What are your interests? 

Imagine you in 20 years. What is your ideal 
job?
How can you improve the world?
Think about a problem in the world. Now, 
write about a solution to this problem. 



activities

grade 8



activities

grade 8



activities



activities



activities



activities

In small groups, discuss what 
other writing activities you 

could use for this topic.


