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website submission 
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Review of what’s different for 2017 - 2018 
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the writing prompt 
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Questions

Orientation Session



September 2018

general schedule



types of entries

fiction short story
non fiction short story
non fiction personal essay 
poetry

*word counts are approximate guidelines  
Grade 5: 300 words / Grade 8 and 10: 500 words  
no word counts for poetry



website submissions

http://www.youngwritersqatar.com



what we are looking for

original student writing
imagination, description, lively writing 

writing in their own words about 
their own experiences, point of view, opinions, 

and their life and communities

we are looking for creative and critical writing
we are not looking for academic essays 



Students attending the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education government schools are invited to 

participate. Only one entry per student is allowed.

Please note: Check spelling of names 
(via online submission).

open call



Volume 4

Young Writers Journal

All students who enter receive a certificate of participation.
The top 15 winners are showcased in the print journal. 





Transforming Obstacles  
into Opportunities



In a speech delivered in July 2017, the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim Bin 
Hamad Al Thani, spoke to the importance of positive human qualities 

like love, creativity, and bravery to overcome obstacles. 

With this in mind, imagine you are a superhero. What is your 
superpower and how does your superpower help your community, 

country or the world? Write a poem, personal essay (nonfiction) or use 
your imagination to write a short story (fiction) about this topic.

GRADE 5
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looking at the prompt
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looking at the prompt



activities Who is your favorite superhero? 

What is your favorite superhero movie? 

What are some superpowers? 

What problems do you see around you? 

How can you help your community? 

How can you help your country? 

How can you help your world?  

What are your strengths?

If you could change one thing in the 
world for the better, what would it be?

Picture Prompts
Write one word about the picture (idea)
Write one word about the picture (feeling)

Keywords
Circle the keywords.
Discuss with a partner.

Free Write 



activities
Brainstorming
Breakdown the prompt into smaller 
digestible questions and inquiries.
Students generate more ideas.



activities
Draw for Details
Students draw a scene (or scenes) 
related to the topic to encourage visual 
mapping of ideas and focusing on 
details 



activities
Writing with the Senses
Students close their eyes and picture a 
scene related to the prompt. Guide 
them through a series of questions 
focused on sensory details. Students 
complete a handout.



activities
Peer Feedback
Have students share and provide 
feedback on their writing drafts.



activities

Write about love.
Write about creativity. 
If you could have a superpower, what would 
it be?
Write about a time when you felt brave.
Who is your favorite superhero.
What do you love about your country?
Describe a problem in the world.
Describe how you can help solve a problem 
in the world.
What is an important tradition for you?

What is your favorite super hero movie?



activities



activities
The Main Idea: The most important idea in a paragraph.  

Supporting Details:  Details that tell you more about the main idea.

Supporting details make your main idea stronger!

MAIN IDEA

If you could be a super hero, 

what would you be?

SUPPORTING DETAILS

What do you look like? 

Do you have a costume? 

SUPPORTING DETAILS

What are your super powers? 

What can you do that is special?

SUPPORTING DETAILS 

What do you do with your powers? 

How do you help people?

SUPPORTING DETAILS 

What are you like when you’re not a

 hero? Are you an ordinary person?

 Do you hide out somewhere?

Supporting Details

https://www.education.com/



activities

It started out like any other normal day, but...
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

www.teachingideas.co.uk©

www.teachingideas.co.uk



activities

In small groups, discuss what 
other writing activities you 

could use for this topic.



THE YOUNG WRITERS 
COMPETITION 2017-18  

Participation Guidelines

Gr.5

Gr.8

Gr.10

Primary

Preparatory

Secondary 

Transforming Obstacles into Opportunities



Young Writers Program  

Open Mic Night

Presented by: 



Any questions?




